CRECEWED APR 09 205

Richard Mathews

Programn Manager- Navonal Organie Program
USDA-AMS-TMP-MNOP

Rexoerr 4008-Soh Budbching

1400 Independence Avenne, SW

Washington, I>C 20250-0020

Re: Support of NOSBEs recommendation lor a rule change

Prear Mr, Mathews
I amn writing o express Bl support of the Navonal Ozganic Standards Board’s recomeendation for a sule change & the
NOSH's e;uidance draft regarding pastare requ‘irermms for the Mational Orgenic Program, As o consmmer, | demand that the

USDIA organic seal represents the tnie mesning of “organic” which includes pastring of snimals as ontlined in the
Oirpanic Foods Producton Act of 199 and the National Organic Progeam Standards,

Providing cows with access to pasture assutes that organic prneiples are bedng met, with an interrelated system between the
animals and the lank, working from the soil vp to promete an mterdependent community. Pastare provides benefits to cows
that mchide nproved foot and ley strength, mduced breeding problems, less stress, Iower culing rates, and enhanced
immunity. Ruminants with access to pasture belp ensore an orpanic production systern that provides lving conditions that
allow animnals to setsfy their nararal behavior patterns, provides the animals with preventative health care benefits, and
smproves homane aninyal cage and thewe welfare,

These benefits are passed down to consumers through more motatious milk. A recent sivdy conducted by the Danish Institate
of Apricultural Reseatch tested itk From cows furmed orguemicadly and found that 1t was 56 ‘higher in Vitamin I, 75% higher
in beta carotenc and higher in omegn 3 essential fatty scids than conventional tilk. This study tied these gualities to organic
cows having room to graze and a diet high in fozage:, fresh grass and clover.

Animals ehibizing pasture natarally also avoids the concentration of manure issues associated with dry Jot productics:. ABeowing
the cows to.go to their food rather than bringing feed to the cows substantially reduces the nse of non-renewable resousces

and machinery required for feed transportaiton.

Responsible acuve management of quality pasture 35 an excellent way to improve soil quality. Carefud management of pasmree
chisuees maviroues utitbeation of the capture of solar energy, the basis of growing Food. Allowing somwe pasture areas to be
fallow for a porden of the serson benehits biodiversity by prowuding habitat for grasshand bands.

I frenly belbieve repinng pasture for numinants promotes @ sustairable agricultoral system, providing sultiple benefits to the
aniroals, environment and consumers of organic products, For these reasons, | request that the National Organic Program
accepts the NOSHEs reeommendation for a rule change and the draft guidanee document that states grazed feed must prowsche
a sgnificant porton of total feed requirenents, inclading during the stage of lactanon, Thess standards ave expected of voganic
farms, and food marketed voder the USIXA orpanie seal, and should not be compromised,

Sincerely, o

City, State, Zip




